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Going on Vacation—How To
Protect Yourself and Your Home

Each year thousands of vacationers experience the humiliating, degrading,
and sometimes frightful effects of crime. Though vou might think up front I'm
talking about personal assault, statistics indicate there’s a more common,
menacing crime—personal thett.

Although summer and holidays are the most popular time for vacations,
anytime you travel for business or pleasure, you can become a target by an
unscrupulous, sinister group of people. Many of them are watching and waiting
for just the right opportunity to strike.

Here are few helpful tips you can use to dramatically reduce your chances of
becoming a victim:

Protecting Your Home:

v Ask a trusted friend to stop by yvour home at different times while you are
away, or to be a house sitter. Ask them to turn on lights at night or consider
buying a light timer set for every evening. Setting up multiple timers in
alternating rooms works best. Radio timers are also a good idea.

v Temporarily cancel newspaper subscriptions and postpone mail delivery,
unless you’re made arrangements for someone to pick up these items on a
daily basis.
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Word For The Month...
Experts say a strong vocabulary is a
sign of higher mtellect and advanced
culture. Here’s this month’s word, so
you can impress your friends and
colleagues. ..

Moribund ‘mohr-eh-behnd\ (ad;.)

Meaning: Inactive or becoming
outmoded. Obsolete.

Example Sentence: Mr. Keebles refuses
to part with his moribund TBM
cardpunch machine and mamframe
computer in his computer technology
class at the high school.

Consumer Corner...

Here are a few neat tricks you can use

around your home.

+ Nutritious Soft Drinks: Does your
family drink too many soft drinks? A
healthy substitute is to add a little
club soda, ginger ale or lemon lime
soft drink to your favorite juices.

+ Iron Maintenance: Does your iron
pull and drag on fabric because of
brown spots on the sole plate? Rub it
with a mixture of heated vinegar and
salt to remove the mineral deposits.
The mside of the iron may need
cleaning, too. Fill the water reservoir
with white vinegar water and let the
iron heat and steam for a few minutes.
Pour out the vinegar water and rinse
with clean water. Before using on
clothes, steam iron on an old rag until
the steam runs clear.

+ Handy Bags: Throw a couple plastic
grocery bags into your car’s glove
compartment. They will come in
handy on outings to hold little
treasures like wet bathing suits, fast-
tood trash, or anything you need to
seal quickly and easily.

+ Perfect Flowers: Flowers from your
garden don’t need to tlop ina vase. A
plastic scouring pad placed in the
bottom of the vase makes a great
floral “frog.” They fit into odd-
shaped containers too.

Quote For The Month...

“The only service a friend can really

render is to keep up your courage by

holding up to vou a mirror i which you

can see a noble image of yourself.”
-George Bernard Shaw

v" Male sure your homeowner s policy 1s paid and the policy suits your current

needs.

v Arrange for lawn and landscaping services if your trip will be longer than a
week.

v Never leave spare keys “hidden” under doormats or anywhere outside vour
home.

v If you're departing from a local airport, don’t write your personal address on
your luggage tags. Use a business address mstead.

While On Vacation:

v Use a hotel safe to store valuable items instead of leaving them lying around
your hotel room.

v Keep the entry and balcony doors locked and use deadbolts and chains
wherever possible.

v Don’t open the door to anyone. Even if a hotel repairman shows up, call the
front desk to verify that a repairman has been sent.

v Don’t leave keys lying around when you're at the beach or pool.

v If you rent a car, be sure that the rental agency is not advertised anywhere on
the car. Tourists and travelers are frequently targeted by these means.

v Always lock your car, even if you will be gone for just a few mmutes.

v Atnight, park in a lighted, visible place. If someone seems to be following
you to your car, walk past it and find help.

All it takes 1s a little common sense and forethought, and you can measurably
reduce vour chances of becoming a victim of crime.

Do You Have....?

...a house or a lot that you would like to cash in?
Looks like the mterest rates are beginning to climb.
If that trend continues property will likely be more
difficult to sell. And, if you are buying vou will have
to pay a higher interest rate. Please call us at 396-
3200 so we can assist vou while the market is still
good.

Fast Relief For Weekend Warriors

If you ever get a sprain, headache, or other aillment that needs application of
an ice pack, vou can make your own easily and cheaply with simple water and
rubbing alcohol.

Here’s how: Pour *4 cup of water and Y4 cup rubbing alcohol into a zippered
storage bag and close. Put the bag into another bag, seal, and freeze. Because
the alcohol doesn’t freeze, you will end up with a nice, flexible, slushy ice pack.
Be sure to label the contents clearly so that no one will try to use it for anything
edible. Double or triple the recipe for larger packs.
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